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couiageously tiansfoimed into renewed effort, there must

have been for both its mam effect however was to spur them

to an undertaking of a really heroic kind    At seventy, a

journey to Russia is no picnic    She fell ill during its course,

on which hei own comment was that it gave her a grand

oppoitunity of studying Russian medical institutions from

the inside!    Real gallantry m their facing of the physical

discomforts   a finei and a rarer form of gallantry in their

acceptance of the mental discomfort of the obligation to

look, at close quarters, at something at once new and possibly

subversive     This  high  intellectual  gallantry  they  have

always shown    At going to look, they have always been

exemplary    At no stage in their career does the observer

find them with their heads cithci in the air or in the sand

Two less ostrich-like beings nevei existed    There may

be things in human life which their eyes do not fit them for

perceiving   but such as their eyes are, they have always

used them     Each new phase in social policy   each new

economic fact or tendency   each new evaluation of the

conduct or object of existence, as it has come up in the

course of then lives, has always found them alertly interested,

full of intelligent curiosity, ready, nay eager to learn

They are not easily moved from their own position, but
that position is an observation point, not a rampart Never
have they got themselves into the posture of high priests of
a closed body of doctrine Never have they ceased to test
the fabric of their own, and other people's Socialist opinion
They really have got open minds Most peisons, even
persons of infinitely less than their responsible eminence,
regard with a hostility that, at best, is veiled, any fresh
idea that may upset views to which they have committed
themselves Not so the Webbs Thus, when Syndicalism
and Gild Socialism rose on the horizon, in the years imme-
diately preceding the war, they did not, like most other
British Socialists, at once assume a position of harsh and